From: Andes GeigerDate: * No Date *Subject: Deny the Mid County ParkwayAttachment(s): 0I am writing in opposition to the Mid County Parkway (MCP) Project, and I urge you to adopt the no-action alternative because of the numerous and significant environmental impacts that will result from the MCP.The MCP poses significant and unmitigable impacts to open space and wildlife habitat areas of western Riverside County that can never be replaced once a four- to eight-lane freeway devastates the area. The MCP further threatens habitat reserves that were previously set aside as mitigation for other projects in the Lake Matthews and Estelle Mountain area.The MCP will result in the loss of valuable streams and riparian resources in an arid region struggling to meet its water needs. As the Natural Environment Study acknowledges (at page 176), "Project construction will contribute to the incremental loss of riparian and riverine habitats in the region." Simply relying on other mechanisms to compensate for cumulative impacts to precious riparian and riverine resources, which provide important ecosystem services including increased water quality and water availability, is a fatal flaw in all the action alternatives.The MCP is unnecessary and ill conceived. Existing infrastructure like Cajalco Road and the Ramona Expressway already serve the current traffic load.  Improvement of those roads could provide a financially and environmentally responsible alternative to the MCP. Its current cost of 3 to 3.5 billion dollars will likely balloon as the project encounters delays and problems due to protracted environmental permitting and litigation; it will also lead to residential sprawl in undeveloped areas that will require costly public services which cities and the county must provide.Unchecked sprawl and automobile emissions are some of the worst contributors of greenhouse gases that lead to climate change. Building 20th-century highways continues "business as usual" emissions that will hinder California's greenhouse gas emission reduction goals. The MCP also undercuts public transit by encouraging single occupancy auto use, and runs contrary to sound planning strategies such as the "Compass Blueprint" strategy developed by the Southern California Association of Governments.Southern California and western Riverside County have some of the worst air quality in the nation due to the millions of cars and diesel trucks on the road. The Mid County Parkway will increase dirty-diesel truck traffic and cause cars and development to spew dust and emissions into already heavily polluted air basin. The significant and unmitigable risk can be avoided through more intelligent alternatives for transportation planning.I urge you to adopt the no-action alternative to the MCP and choose environmentally and financially sound alternatives for growth and development in western Riverside County and southern California.Andes Geiger5050 Naragansett avesan diego, CA 92107
